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Appliqué takes its name from the French verb “appliquer”, meaning to 
apply. The technique involves cutting fabric to shape and applying it to 
a background fabric to create surface decoration, using either hand or 
machine stitching. Appliqué opens up a range of creative possibilities, 
allowing you to quickly and simply decorate clothing, bags and other 
accessories using a range of shapes and fabrics of your choice. 

The easiest way to appliqué on to fabric is using a product called Bondaweb 
(or Wonderweb, as it’s sometimes known), however you can also achieve 
quick results by using a fusible webbing to apply the design and finishing 
with a machine zigzag stitch.

Double-sided fusible webbing
The most straightforward method for 
appliquéing on to fabric is using a double-
sided fusible webbing called Bondaweb 
(or Wonderweb). This is an iron-on fabric 
adhesive that can be purchased in a roll or 
in pre-cut pieces and looks like paper. One 
side can be drawn on (so you can trace the 
shape you want) and the other has a thin 
membrane of glue that melts when heated 
by an iron to attach the two fabrics together. 
Appliqué shapes can be drawn accurately on 
to the paper and, when fused and cut out, the 
fabric shape remains crisp.

What is  
appliqué?

To use Bondaweb, simply follow these simple step-by step instructions:

1 Trace the shape you want on to 
the paper side of the Bondaweb, 

as shown above. Bear in mind that when 
you trace the designs on to Bondaweb, 
they will come out in reverse. 

2 Cut roughly around your shape. Use 
a medium-hot iron (no steam) to 

fuse the Bondaweb, paper side up, on to 
the wrong side of your fabric. 

Using  
Bondaweb

Tip
As the glue on the back of the Bondaweb melts 

when heated, you have to be very careful to 
iron the paper side or else it will stick to your 

iron. If this does happen, use an iron cleaner to 
remove it.


